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ATLANTA. GA 30334-1300

UNOFFICIAL OPINION

Honorable Gerald W. Torbert
Commissioner

Greene County Board of Commissioners
113 North Main Street, 3 Floor, Suite 306
Greensboro, Georgia 30642-1134

RE:  The clerk of superior court is mandated by law to file and record in the real
property records of the superior court any plat meeting the requirements of
0.C.G.A. §15-6-67(b) and (d), whether or not such plat meets any other
requirements which may have been imposed by a local government.

Dear Commissioner Torbert:

You have asked for guidance regarding the duties and responsibilities of the clerk of superior
court in recording plats of survey in the real property records of the superior court in light of
local planning ordinances and the plat recording requirements of O.C.G.A. § 15-6-67. As you
are aware, this section of the Code underwent multiple changes in the General Assembly in the
mid-1990s, largely because of the situations involving diverse and often conflicting local
planning commission requirements that local governments were attempting to enforce through

the clerks of the superior courts. The majority of the difficulties centered upon the definition of
“plat of subdivision” as used in O.C.G.A. § 15-6-67(d).

Previous versions of the plat recording statute permitted local governments to supplement the
law with more restrictive requirements." The intent of the General Assembly in the 1994 and
1996 changes was to prevent local governments from adding such requirements for recording
because such practices had resulted in widely varying standards from county to county. The
revisions to O.C.G.A. § 15-6-67(c) require the clerk of the superior court to file and record any

plat meeting the requirements of the statute, whether or not it meets any other requirements
which may have been imposed by a local government:

If the plat meets the requirements of subsections (b) and (d) of this Code section,
it shall be the duty of the clerk of the superior court to file and record such map or
plat or blueprint, tracing, photostatic copy, or other copy of a map or plat.

' The 1978 amendment to the Code section provided that the language in the Act requiring minimum standards and
specifications “does not in any way modify or change any specific provisions in county, municipal or other State
statutes and regulations which require higher minimum standards and specifications, in which case said specific
provisions shall govern.” 1978 Ga. Laws 1616, § 1.






