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Today I contacted a member of the Engineering profession that I worked with
extensively in the 2003 General Assembly on HB726, which defines the scope of
services of land surveyors. I wanted to see what his feelings were towards the
proposed "compromise" that I posted a few weeks ago. Before I could finish
getting the words out of my mouth, he interupted me and said that he had
"taken a beating" over participating in the 2003 bill and that there would be no
cooperation from the engineering community to revise this code section. He said
that several hundred PEs were still angry about this bill and felt that the law
should be changed to prohibit land surveyors from doing ANY design work
whatsoever. He implied that they might even pursue doing this. When I
explained that the only things that I supported changing, in contrast to the
broad (virtually engineering) definition that had proposed in several
ammendments by other surveyors, were the dam heights and the 100 acre
drainage area restriction, he again interupted me and said that the feeling
among engineers was that surveyors were taking away too much business from
engineers now as it was, and that what I was wanting to do would be fiercely
opposed. I then asked him about the rantings of Lane Bishop over the last few
years that engineers were merely trying to protect their "turf" and were out to
shut land surveyors down. He said that he guessed there was truth to this after
all. It was not about qualifications and market conditions, it was about their
economics. At one point he said that they would, if necessary, get sticks and
come down to the capital and beat us. I could not believe my ears.

According to the recent poll that I conducted (which was just completed today
and I will have posted to this web site next week), 1/3 of Georgia land
surveyors (who are not dual registrant PEs) prepare sediment and erosion
control plans. Besides professional licensure and a hydrology test, all "design
professionals" must now also pass the course and test by the Georgia Soil and
Water Conservation Commission in order to prepare these plans (this will be a
fully implemented requirement next year). Although it could be argued that land
surveyors are the best qualified (or at least examined) design professionals to
design subdivisions and small sites, we are THE ONLY authorized design
profession (of engineers, land surveyors, architects, geologists, landscape
architects, foresters, and 'certified erosion control experts') with these
restrictions.

It has been brought to my attention by a few surveyors and one State Senator
that with the new NPDES requirements for water quality, that in some instances
surveyors must design two settling basins on projects whereby everyone else
can do it with only one - because of dam height restrictions. The 100 acre
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